
The Panthers Merger Debate 
A selection of newspaper articles 
covering the 1998 discussions on 
Panthers survival beyond 1999 



Following the Panthers Merger Debate

Introduction

The newspaper articles reproduced in this collection have been selected to illustrate the major milestones in the public debate 
surrounding the future of the Penrith Panthers during 1998.

Presented in chronological order, they allow readers to follow the controversy as it unfolded—through rumours, official statements, 
community campaigns and the public information meeting—before the benefit of hindsight shaped later interpretations.

This collection complements:

• The Series: Parts 29–35 – A Narrow Escape from Football Oblivion

• Beyond the Book: Following the Merger Debate

Why the Western Weekender?

The Western Weekender has been chosen as the principal source for this collection for two reasons.

• During this period, its owner was also a director of Panthers, providing the newspaper with a unique perspective on events as they 
unfolded. 

• The newspaper itself became an active participant in the wider public debate and later featured prominently in the events described 
throughout Panthers, Passion, Politics.

Readers are encouraged to compare these contemporary reports with the narrative presented in The Series and draw their own 
conclusions.

A Collection of Contemporary Newspaper Coverage
July – September 1998

https://pantherspassionpolitics.com/


Western Weekender
Front page & page 2
Friday July 24, 1998

https://pantherspassionpolitics.com/


Western Weekender
Front page 
Friday July 31, 1998

Sydney Morning Herald
Inside back page
Friday July 31, 1998

Note: 
The SMH clipping is clearer than 
the scan from the Weekender
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Western Weekender
Front page & page 2
Friday August 7, 1998

https://pantherspassionpolitics.com/


Western Weekender
Front page
Friday September  11, 1998
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Western Weekender
Pages 2 & 3
Friday July 24, 1998

Note:
Page 3 is continued 
from the front page.
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