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I would have
left Panthers
anyway — Gus

Departed Penrith coach Phil
Gould said last night he was
unsure whether his new five-year
appointment to Eastern Suburbs
would prevent him continuing as
NSW State of Origin coach.

Gould, after five years and a
premiership at Penrith, yesterday
told players he was leaving, just
5% hours before Easts players
were told the identity of their new
boss, who will take over at the end
of the season.

His long-anticipated contract
with the Roosters is for three years,
with a further two-year option.

The man who hasled NSWtoa
record three consecutive Origin
series victories told the Herald
late last night he was not in a
position to confirm the appoint-
ment, announced earlier by Easts
board members.

But the question of him con-
tinuing at the helm of the Blues
had not been raised with the
Roosters and he was unsure of

how the club stood on the matter.

“I don't know what will hap-
pen,” said Gould. “I'm pretty sure
there won't be a problem but it’s
something that will have to be
discussed.

“I am not aware of any
announcements by the Eastern

Suburbs club tonight and I'll realli.lr-
be in a better position to answer all -

these questions tomorrow.”
- After more than two months of
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speculation, the shift of the game's
highest-profile coach from west to
east happened almost instanta-
eously yesterday.

- While the Roosters board offi-
cially decided on Gould’s appoint-
ment between 5.30 pm and 6 pm,
Easts players reported being told
of the decision before they trained
at Henson Park at 4.30 pm.

Gould said negotiations had
opened only recently and specula-
tion the move had been secretly
scheduled some time ago was
WrOong.

He said he would have left
Penrith anyway, evetr if there had
been no rival offer.

“The speculation was there
before there was any contact
between us,” Gould said. “And
those talks had no effect at all on
my decision this morning.”

While he was reluctant to
discuss specific reasons for_ his
departure, chief executive Don
Feltis — also departing this year
— said a series of controversial
incidents over the past three years
had taken their toll on the former
back-rower.

The death in 1992 of Ben
Alexander, which was followed by

apparent differences between his
brother Greg, ex-Test forward
Mark Geyer and Gould are among
the weil ented incidents that
unsettied the 1991 champions.

Gould said: “As has been said,
we've had a fairly traumatic couple
of years at the club, Had we not had
to endure a few things, perdlzja_lpsthe
situation could have been different.

“I believe, the way modern
football operates, a coach can
survive at one club for a very long
time. But we have had nvgn{mls
that have been fairly difficult.

“Don Feltis, as chief executive,
has reached the point where he
believes the club is healthy, the job
has been done and it’s time (for
him) to move aside. I felt the same.”

Gould said he and Feltis had
“mutually” decided it was best the
new coach, former Ashes hooker
Royce Simmons, take over immie-
diately. Feltis said the club “half
expected” Gould to request a
release from the remaining two
years of his contract — but the
word “shock™ was the one most
used by players last night.

Gould told his charges of the
developments at 11 am in the
carpark at Penrith Park — 24
hours after a hastily arranged
meeting with Felts.

Captain John Cartwright said:
“We all knew about the media
talk, but I can honestly say I never
thought: Phil Gould would be
coaching anywhere but Penrith
next year, We're all still a bit in
shock, really. «

“I'll remember him as a bloke
who made footballers of the lot of
us. ] have a few Australian jumpers
in my wardrobe that wouldn't be
there if it wasn't for ‘Gus'”

Fullback Greg Alexander said
that despite the fragile nature of
Penrith's finals chances with six
competition games to play, Gould
had probably left at the right time.

“If he knew what he was going
to do for sure, I suppose there was
no use hanging around,” Alex-
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ander said. “It’s probably better he
lets someone else in to get a feel of
the place.”

Alexander, believed to be con-
tracted to Auckland Warriors next

ear, declined to repeat a statement
ast week that his future was set,
regardiess of Gould's movements.

The former Kangaroo said
nine days ago: “I've made up my
mind what I'm doing and that
won't change.”

Yesterday, Alexander was asked
whether there was any chance of
him now staying a Panther.

After a long pause, he said: “I'll
leave that one alone, I think.”
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