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The October 2002 election for the Board of the Penrith District Rugby League Football Club took place amid 
growing tensions between directors and senior management, particularly General Manager Roger Cowan. 
Those elected to the Football Club Board would also take seats on the 15-member Panthers Group Board, 
whose election followed approximately two weeks later. 
 
Although the proposed Penrith–Parramatta merger was no longer a live issue, it featured prominently in the 
campaign. The dispute attracted considerable media attention, with the Western Weekender's dramatic 
“Board Wars” front page on 27 September 2002 marking a major escalation in the public confrontation. 
This Digital Archive brings together contemporary newspaper reports, election advertisements and public 
statements, presented principally in chronological order to allow readers to examine the competing 
accounts of events. 
 
The documents are reproduced as historical records. Their inclusion does not imply endorsement of the 
claims or opinions expressed within them. 
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Documents in This Archive 

1. Tackling Change 
Penrith Press — 17 September 2002 
A report by John Perry on proposed changes to the Panthers Board structure and constitution ahead of the October 
elections. The article examines the competing positions of existing directors, the proposed expansion of the Board and 
concerns about how the changes might affect control of the Football Club. 
 
2. Brandy Has Something to Give 
Penrith Press — 24 September 2002 
A report by John Perry announcing Greg Alexander's nomination for election to the Panthers Board. Alexander explains 
his decision to stand and his desire to contribute to the club's future, while the article outlines the emerging divisions 
among existing directors and the forthcoming election arrangements. (Note: This article was reconstructed due to a 
poor quality scan of the original article – the reconstruction retained the original text.) 
 
3. Board Wars 
Western Weekender — 27 September 2002 
Front-page coverage of the escalating dispute between sections of the Panthers Board and senior management. The 
reports examine allegations concerning earlier proposals for a Penrith–Parramatta amalgamation, divisions among 
directors over the club's direction and the deteriorating relationship between the Board and management. 
 
Reproduced in three parts: 

• Board Wars — front-page headline and photograph. 
• Management Under Fire — accompanying front-page article. 
• Elections Hot Up — continuation on page 2. 

 
4. Who Is Craig Terry? 
Western Weekender — 27 September 2002 
An opinion column by Bernard Bratusa praising Panthers director Craig Terry for his role in opposing the proposed 
amalgamation with Parramatta. Writing in a characteristically sarcastic style, Bratusa portrays Terry as an unlikely hero 
whose decision to support Penrith's independence demonstrated personal conviction despite the divisions 
surrounding the Board election. 
 
5. Boardroom Brandy 
Western Weekender — 27 September 2002 
A report on Greg Alexander's nomination for the Panthers Board, including his reasons for standing and his views on the 
club's future. Alexander discusses the divisions among existing directors, his desire to bring a younger perspective to 
the Board and his opposition to amalgamating Penrith with another football club. 
 
6. Attention All Penrith Panther Members — Ron Mulock 
Election campaign open letter and voting guide — circa September–October 2002. Exact date and method of 
distribution unconfirmed. 
A campaign statement by former  NSW Deputy Premier and Club Patron Ron Mulock urging members to support the 
Footy Five and their preferred candidates in the Board election. Mulock criticises Roger Cowan's leadership and the 
club's amalgamation strategy, calls for changes to the Board and senior management, and identifies Cowan's 
longstanding Board supporters as the “Four Kinsmen”. The document includes Mulock's recommended voting ticket. 
Source: Reproduced in the Temby Inquiry Report. 
 
 
 
 



7. Gaming Chiefs Investigate Club Stoush 
Sydney Morning Herald — 1 October 2002 
A report by Linda Morris on the Department of Gaming and Racing's investigation into the escalating dispute 
surrounding the Panthers Board election. The article examines questions about voting eligibility, tensions between 
directors and senior management, and competing views on the club's amalgamation strategy. It includes comments 
from Roger Cowan and Greg Evans about the conflict and the future direction of Panthers. 
 
8. Cowan Hits Back 
Penrith Press — 1 October 2002 
A report by John Perry presenting Roger Cowan's response to the campaign against his leadership as Panthers General 
Manager. Cowan disputes claims about management's pursuit of a proposed Penrith–Parramatta amalgamation, 
discusses the breakdown in relations between the Board and senior management, and rejects suggestions that he is 
opposed to rugby league. The report includes comments from Panthers chairman Barry Walsh and a continuation of 
Cowan's interview. 
 
9. The “Footy Five” — Roger Cowan 
Penrith Press — 1 October 2002 
An election advertisement in which Roger Cowan challenges the Footy Five's account of the proposed Penrith–
Parramatta amalgamation and defends the Panthers Group's broader amalgamation strategy. Cowan questions the five 
directors' involvement in football matters, criticises their conduct during the election campaign and argues that the 
contest concerns the club's future rather than his continued employment as General Manager. 
 
10. Time to Put Football First 
Penrith Press — 1 October 2002 
A report presenting Panthers director Craig Terry's views on the Board election and the future direction of the Football 
Club. Terry argues that control of Penrith football must remain in local hands, criticises the influence of club 
management over football decisions and calls for greater attention to the team's interests. He also discusses the 
proposed changes to the club's governance arrangements and the importance of maintaining Penrith's independence. 
 
11. A Team for the Future! 
Penrith Press — 1 October 2002 
An election advertisement by Greg Alexander outlining his reasons for seeking a position on the Panthers Board and his 
views on the club's future. Alexander emphasises the importance of financial stability, supports the Panthers Group's 
amalgamation strategy and argues for a Board combining rugby league experience with sound business management. 
The advertisement includes his recommended voting ticket. This advertisement attracted considerable attention during 
the Temby Inquiry. 
 
12. Time for a Change 
Penrith Press — 1 October 2002; Western Weekender — 4 October 2002 
An election advertisement promoting the Footy Five's campaign for change, including their preferred candidates and a 
recommended voting ticket. The advertisement argues for stronger representation of football interests, criticises the 
proposed Penrith–Parramatta amalgamation and calls for a different approach to the club's governance and financial 
priorities. It includes a statement by Greg McCarthy and endorsements from Ron Mulock and Merv Cartwright. 
 
13. Last Chance to Vote / Staff Pressured 
Western Weekender — 4 October 2002 
A two-part report by Michael Kelly covering the closing stages of the Panthers Board election campaign. The articles 
examine the competing positions on the proposed Parramatta joint venture, allegations of pressure on club employees 
and concerns about the influence of management on the election. The continuation includes a reproduction of a July 
1999 submission to the NRL concerning proposed financial assistance for a Penrith–Parramatta joint venture. 
 
 



14. Footy-Five Supports Women 
Western Weekender — 4 October 2002 
A report featuring Panthers Board candidate Glynis Hayne and her support for the Footy Five campaign. Hayne 
discusses the limited opportunities historically available to women in rugby league administration, expresses concerns 
about the club's financial management and argues for broader representation in decision-making. The article also 
outlines her administrative experience and includes a photograph with NRL referee Bill Harrigan. 
 
15. There Is a Salary Cap! 
Penrith Press — 4 October 2002 
A paid election advertisement contrasting comments by Panthers director Greg Evans and chairman Barry Walsh 
concerning financial support for the football team. Referring to Canterbury's salary-cap breaches and subsequent NRL 
penalties, the advertisement juxtaposes selected quotations with the question Break it and be damned?, implying that 
Evans favoured expenditure beyond permitted limits. Evans subsequently disputed that implication in his open letter 
published on 11 October. 
 
16. Open Letter to Panthers Members and Fans 
Western Weekender — 4 October 2002 
A full-page election advertisement signed by five Panthers directors responding to claims about their opposition to the 
proposed Penrith–Parramatta joint venture. The letter sets out their account of earlier Board discussions and decisions, 
disputes Roger Cowan's interpretation of events and explains their concerns about the club's amalgamation strategy. It 
also addresses the breakdown in relations between the Board and senior management, including the Board's loss of 
confidence in Cowan, and raises concerns about the possible influence of staff votes on the election outcome. 

 
17. Board Election Under Scrutiny / Staff Vote Examined 
Western Weekender — 11 October 2002 
A two-part report by Alison Mills and Leisha-Mae Lang examining the Department of Gaming and Racing's investigation 
into the Panthers Board election. The articles discuss allegations of voting irregularities, the eligibility and influence of 
club employees' votes, and the constitutional arrangements linking the Football Club and Panthers Group boards. They 
include comments from Roger Cowan and acting General Manager Glenn Matthews concerning the election process 
and the Department's examination of voting records. 

 
18. Open Letter — Greg Evans 
Western Weekender — 11 October 2002 
A paid advertisement in which former Panthers director Greg Evans responds to allegations made during the Board 
election campaign. Evans disputes the implication in an earlier advertisement placed by Barry Walsh that he supported 
breaching the NRL salary cap, expresses disappointment at the election result and congratulates successful 
candidates Greg Alexander and Col Bentley. He also denies that the Footy Five threatened Panthers staff or 
management and rejects suggestions that he intended to harm the club. 

 
19. A Conflict of Interest 
The Australian — 17 October 2002 
A report by Stephen Brook questioning the relationship between the Western Weekender and the Footy Five during the 
Panthers Board election campaign. Brook criticises the newspaper's favourable coverage of the group, identifies its 
editor Bernard Bratusa as a Footy Five supporter and draws attention to Greg Evans's ownership of the newspaper. The 
article raises concerns about the newspaper's editorial independence and the potential conflict between Evans's 
business interests and his involvement in the election. 

 

 

 



About These Reproductions 

The documents in this archive have been reproduced from historical newspaper clippings and other contemporary 
sources. Where necessary, images have been cropped, resized or adjusted to improve readability while preserving the 
original material. 

Some newspaper articles are presented across multiple pages to allow their text and images to be viewed at a practical 
size. 

Original source documents have been retained separately. Where a reproduction has involved reconstruction rather 
than conventional image enhancement, this will be identified. 

Sources: 

These documents were taken from three sources: 

1. The Weaver Collection — a collection of clippings and documents covering the two main periods of conflict at 
Panthers — the NRL rationalization; the club amalgamations. 

2. The Roger Cowan Collection — clippings held in either Roger’s files. 

3. Clippings scanned from the collections held at Penrith City Library. 



 

 



 



 







 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 





 


